
Helping to build a brighter future for people in need

March 2017

In This Issue
HOPE Blooms Save the
Date!
JF & CS Partnership

Coming Up

HOPE Blooms

Circle of Hope's spring
fundraiser, Hope
Blooms, will be Friday,
May 5 at 7:00 pm. Join
us in the Great Room of
the Weston Recreation
Center to support Circle
of Hope's mission.

We hope to see you
there! More details to
come.

DROP-OFF TIMES:
 
Monday
9:00 - 11:00 am
 
Tuesday
9:00 - 11:00 am

Dear Friends of Circle of Hope,

"It is difficult to say what is impossible, for the dream of
yesterday is the hope of today and the reality of
tomorrow." -Dr. Robert H. Goddard

The day before temperatures dipped into the single
digits, a young man dressed in the only clothes he
owned, waited in line at Southampton Street Shelter
hoping to receive a pair of pants, a shirt, and a winter
jacket.  I said, "I hope you find what you need."  His
reply, "I'm sure I will."  I held my breath as he picked up
and refolded each shirt that wasn't his size, placing it
neatly on the table for the next guest.  A few minutes
later he was beaming as he showed me the winter
jacket, pair of jeans, and shirt he received.  As he
thanked me and wished me a good day, I thought of the
COH donors who made his dream reality. 
 
Strangers hold each other in hope and the reality of
tomorrow is transformed by kindness.  Seasons
change, we see signs of spring, and hope blooms.
 
We are just weeks away from our spring celebration to
benefit Circle of Hope.  Please join me at Hope Blooms
on May 5th in Weston, details coming soon!

  
With deepest thanks,

 
Barbara Waterhouse
Executive Director   
 

Save the Date for HOPE Blooms!

Circle of Hope's spring fundraising event, HOPE Blooms,
will be Friday, May 5 at 7:00 pm in the Great Room of
the Weston Recreation Center. Get your dancing shoes
ready and save the date!



3:00 - 5:00 pm
 
Wednesday
9:00 - 11:00 am
3:00 - 5:00pm
 
Thursday
9:00 - 11:00 am
 
Saturday
9:00 - 11:00 am

Special
Requests 

Infant & toddler
clothing
Spring jackets in
all sizes
Adult clothing in
sizes XL-3XL

To make a financial
donation to Circle of Hope,
click here. 

 
  

You Must Hear
This..
 
"The donations have
meant something very
important and very
helpful. When they
arrive, we are filled with
joy to see everything
they have given us and
our children. Thanks for
helping us." 

-Project Hope Shelter

 

New Pilot Program

 

Circle of Hope recently partnered with Jewish Family &
Children's Services (JF & CS) to provide Welcome Baby
Bags to more homeless moms and babies. JF & CS is a
large human service and healthcare agency dedicated
to improving the lives of the most vulnerable people in
Eastern and Central Massachusetts. Through the Visiting
Moms program, JF & CS volunteers bring COH's
Welcome Baby Bags to mothers with new babies in
homeless shelters when they visit, providing
companionship and support. In February, Visiting Moms
shared Welcome Baby Bags with moms living in three
separate homeless shelters that we do not already
serve! By partnering with Visiting Moms at JF &CS, we
are reaching more vulnerable moms and newborns in a
wider geographic area. 

So far, Visiting Moms have
given Circle of Hope's
Welcome Baby Bags to
moms with newborns living
in Entre Familia in Mattapan,
Hildebrand Self Help, Inc. in
Roxbury, and a YWCA of
Greater Lawrence homeless
shelter. Entre Familia
provides substance abuse
recovery services and
mental health treatment for
pregnant and postpartum Latina women and their
children. Hildebrand Self Help, Inc., provides homeless
families with emergency shelter, permanent housing, and
training programs to help break the cycle of
homelessness. The organization is based in Cambridge

https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/CircleofHope_1/giving.html
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Circle-of-Hope-Inc/151839418208948?fref=ts
http://www.twitter.com/CircleofHopeBOS
http://www.jfcsboston.org/Our-Services/Center-for-Early-Relationship-Support/Lauren-Mark-Rubin-Visiting-Moms


resident

 
Go To Crew
Success Story 
 
Due to heavy snowfall,
Circle of Hope had to
close several times last
month. Donors were
temporarily unable to
drop off donations and
as a result, our supply
of winter clothes, coats,
and boots was
depleted. After sending
out a Go To Crew
request, we not only
received many bags of
winter items, we also
received $300 for our
emergency fund! This
allowed us to purchase
infant and toddler
clothing as well as adult
boots and larger size
clothing desperately
needed by the people
we serve. Thank you so
much to everyone who
responded to the urgent
Go To Crew request by
donating clothing or
money!

but there are shelters in various locations, including
Roxbury. YWCA of Greater Lawrence provides housing
and services to homeless women, homeless pregnant
teens, and survivors of domestic and sexual violence. 

We are proud of this new partnership with Jewish Family
& Children's Services and are thrilled to be able to
provide essential items to more homeless mothers and
newborns than ever before.

Generous Hearts

At Circle of Hope, we know that service to others can
start at any age. This year, we have already received
many donations from Girl Scouts, Brownies, and families
with young children. We are so touched by the generous
hearts of every child who has donated! We also continue
to receive generous donations from local businesses
and community groups, for which we are very grateful.

Sisters Natalie and Ayla with the
donations collected at Natalie's

birthday party

For her birthday, 7-year old Natalie had a party with 14
of her friends. Instead of asking for gifts from the guests,
Natalie asked everyone to bring an item to donate to
Circle of Hope. As a result, Natalie and her younger
sister Ayla came into Circle of Hope with their
grandparents during their February school vacation and
delivered several boxes and bags of brand new
children's socks, underwear, pajamas, and toiletries.
These wonderful donations were shared with young
children living in the family shelters we serve. Thank you
so much to this special family for generously helping
children in need! We are so grateful that you thought of
Circle of Hope while you celebrated a major milestone!



Several of the 16 Dignity Bags packed
by a third grade Brownies troop from

Wellesley.

In early February, we received 16 Dignity Bags from a
third grade Brownies troop in Wellesley. The troop ran a
collection drive throughout January to gather the contents
of the bags - brand new toiletries, toothbrushes, and
socks. Then the girls packed the bags themselves at
their January meeting. The bags were delivered to Circle
of Hope's partner shelters to share with individuals and
families in need of these important items. Thank you so
much to the Wellesley Brownies for collecting the
contents, packing the bags, and bringing them to Circle
of Hope! 

Winter coats hanging at Circle of
Hope.

We also received three boxes of winter coats from Louis
Berger, a global infrastructure and development firm with
a location right here in Needham! Employees in the
Needham office thoughtfully collected winter coats
through a collection drive organized by their office social
committee. These coats were shared with homeless
individuals living in the shelters we serve. Thank you so
much to the staff at Louis Berger for your generous
donation and commitment to giving back to the
community!
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