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Coming Up

Save the date for Circle
of Hope's spring
fundraiser, HOPE
Blooms, which takes
place Saturday, May 11
at 7:00 p.m. Stay tuned
for more details!

Drop-Off Times
 
Monday
9:00 - 11:00 am
 
Tuesday
9:00 - 11:00 am
3:00 - 5:00 pm
 
Wednesday
9:00 - 11:00 am
3:00 - 5:00pm
 
Thursday

Dear Friends of Circle of Hope,

In mid-January, the temperature dropped to dangerous
lows. One day, it never reached more than nine degrees,
and it dipped well below zero at night. These frigidly cold
days and nights put homeless individuals at extreme risk
for serious health complications. This is why what we do is
so urgent, and why your donations are so vital. As one
clinic partner told me, "Circle of Hope's donations save
lives."

Thank you to all the incredibly generous donors who have
already shopped online and purchased the new items on
our Winter Wish List on Amazon!  We've been giving out
the warm hats, waterproof thermal gloves and mittens,
boots, and socks every day as they come in.  I am so very
grateful for your generosity and so relieved to swiftly
answer weather and fire emergencies with such high
quality winter essentials.

If you haven't heard about our Winter Wish List on
Amazon, please read below how you can help this winter
with a click.

With a grateful heart,

 
Barbara Waterhouse
Executive Director   
 

HOPE Blooms - Save the Date!



9:00 - 11:00 am

Saturday (Sept.-June)
9:00 - 11:00 am

Special Requests

Comforters
Winter coats
Winter
accessories

Now, you can donate
winter essentials to
Circle of Hope through
our Amazon wish list!
Click here to view the list
and purchase items.

Support COH

To make a financial
contribution to Circle of
Hope, click here.

Connect with us on
social media. Like and
share our posts to help
spread the word about
COH.

You Must Hear
This..
 
"I'm speechless. We
depend on partners in

Circle of Hope's third annual spring fundraiser, HOPE
Blooms, will take place Saturday, May 11 at 7:00 p.m. We
are excited to share that for the first year, HOPE Blooms
will take place in Needham at the Needham Golf Club! 

Last year, HOPE Blooms raised $87,000 to support the
homeless children, women, and men served by Circle of
Hope. We hope you can join us for the third year of this
festive and impactful fundraiser! 

New Partnership with Boston Police
 

Executive Director Barbara Waterhouse and
BPD Officers with COH clothing

 
In January, we launched a new partnership with Boston
Police Department District E-13 in Jamaica Plain! We
make emergency deliveries to the police, as well as
regular monthly deliveries so that Community Service
Officers can give our clothing directly to homeless
families in the neighborhood. In our inaugural delivery last
month, we brought clothing in the sizes the police needed
for homeless students in two Boston Public Schools. 

Through this innovative new partnership, we are now able
to reach families living in a domestic violence shelter in a
confidential location. Police officers bring clothing from
COH directly to the mothers and children in this shelter.
We're thrilled to be able to help more homeless families in
Boston.

http://a.co/iyiQFEA
https://www.circleofhopeonline.org/donate-today/
https://www.facebook.com/Circle-of-Hope-Inc-151839418208948/?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/CircleofHopeBOS
https://instagram.com/circleofhopeneedham


the community for
donations...we never
have enough." 

-Antonette Cabral,
BPD Community
Service Officer, on
COH's first delivery

Parking Update

Due to an ongoing
construction project,
parking is currently
restricted on Rosemary
Street in front of Circle
of Hope. Donors can still
pull over briefly to drop
off donations - just be
sure to leave your
hazards on while you
come inside! 

Emergency Fire Responses

COH volunteers Bruce and Harding load
the van for our emergency delivery to

Dorchester.

On New Year's Day, a 3-alarm fire destroyed a residential
building in Dorchester, leaving three families homeless.
We immediately reached out to our partner in the
Bowdoin-Geneva neighborhood of Dorchester, the Rev.
Richard Conway. He had already been in touch with one
of the displaced families. Despite losing everything they
owned, the mother asked us only for a winter coat for her
teenage daughter. Just two days later, we brought winter
coats in a variety of sizes for the family, along with an
entire new wardrobe in the girl's size. 

Two weeks later, another fire broke out in an apartment
building in Cambridge. This time we reached out to our
Cambridge partners at Children's Clothing Exchange. In
addition to our usual delivery of children's winter coats and
clothing, they asked if we could bring towels and toiletries
to help the families impacted by the fire. COH's volunteer
arrived the following morning with the emergency clothing
and towels, along with our full delivery of children's winter
coats and clothing. We returned a week later with
toiletries and extra clothing for more displaced families.

You can help families who suddenly become homeless as
a result of house fires and other emergencies by joining
our "Go-To Crew." When we have an urgent need for
specific donations, you will receive an email requesting
the needed items. If you have them or are able to
purchase them, donate them to Circle of Hope as soon as
possible to help us respond quickly to emergency
requests from our partners. Your donation can help
homeless families get back on their feet after crises!

Winter Wish List

We gave warm coats to 4,400 homeless children,

https://www.circleofhopeonline.org/go-to-crew


women, and men last winter
and we are on track to give
out even more this year. Along
with coats, we send
thousands of hats, gloves,
scarves, blankets, and boots
to our partner shelters. These
items protect the health of
homeless individuals,
preventing life-threatening illnesses like hypothermia. By
donating your new and gently used clothing and coats this
winter, you have saved lives.

Now, there is another way you can donate these vital
items. We created a Winter Wish List on Amazon so
that you can donate hats, gloves, boots, and socks to
Circle of Hope with the click of a button. To view our wish
list and send items right to COH, click here.

Thank you to everyone who has already donated from this
list. Together, we are keeping fragile families safe and
healthy.

Circle of Hope Receives Two Grants

We are thrilled to report that Circle of Hope has received
two grants to support our mission to keep homeless
individuals and families healthy!

A $10,000 grant from the Josephine and Louise Crane
Foundation will partially fund Circle of Hope's Welcome
Baby Program and Dignity Project in Fiscal Year 2020.
These funds will enable us to provide porta-cribs and baby
essentials to homeless mothers and their newborns in our
partner shelters and clinics. It will also help us provide
Dignity Bags full of toiletries and new socks to homeless
adults. Finally, the grant will allow us to deepen our impact
at one of our
largest partner shelters,
Boston Health Care for the
Homeless Program. 

With a $2,500 grant from the
Foundation for Metro West,
we will be able to meet the
emergency needs of
homeless families in our
partner family shelters in
Framingham. The funds will
help us give homeless infants
and children a strong and
healthy start and will support
parents by giving them the
essential items they need for
their children. 

We are deeply grateful to the Josephine and Louise Crane
Foundation and the Foundation for Metro West for funding
these crucial programs and supporting the homeless

http://a.co/8Dkvqu9


children, women, and men we serve.

Community Action
 
Throughout the month of January,
Get in Shape for Women in
Westwood held another coat drive
for Circle of Hope. Last year, they
held a successful coat drive as well
and helped dozens of homeless
individuals stay warm.

Again this year, a talented donor
named Virginia knitted beautiful
mittens and hats for homeless
individuals and donated them to
Circle of Hope (right).

Pure Barre collected winter accessories and coats for
homeless individuals throughout December and January!
They donated these wonderful winter essentials to Circle
of Hope last week.

United Church in Walpole
collected winter coats and
accessories through their "winter
warmth" project and donated
them to Circle of Hope to keep
homeless individuals warm and
healthy (left).

Newman Elementary School
organized a successful coat
drive to collect warm winter
coats for homeless individuals.
They donated many coats to

Circle of Hope last month. Hazel Boone Dance Studio
in Canton collected clothing, toiletries, and linens for
Circle of Hope in January. 

Six Circle of Hope volunteers
and a group of students from
Canton High School came
together last month to sort
winter coats for homeless
individuals. The volunteers
sorted and packaged 50
bags of coats in just one
afternoon! The next morning,
a new COH driver answered
our urgent call and brought
coats to 150 women and
men at our partner
shelter during the extreme
cold snap in January.
Pictured to the right is COH volunteer Heidi Wilson loading
our delivery van full of bags of winter coats. 

Thank you to everyone who ran a collection drive and



donated clothing to Circle of Hope last month!
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